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provide in put an d dire ction t o the Health and Human Services
ConInittee of the Legislature.' It goes on to enumerate them:
r epre s e n t a t i v e s o f l a w e n f o r c e m en t f r om e a c h co nanuni t y a f f e c t ed
by a pos sible cl osure of a regional center; a mayor or a city
administrator from each contnunity, same th ing ; one
representative from a ho spital or emergency service provider
from each conInunity affected by possible closure of a reg i onal
center; one hea lth care professional from each of the regional
c ente r s ; one s ta t e employee collective bargaining
representative, and I'm going to come back to this one, from
e ach of the regional centers; one f amily me mber o f a perso n
receiving direct services from each of the regional centers; one
regional program a d ministrator f rom ea c h o f the behavioral
health areas affected. I'm talking here about th e s ix mental
health areas . It 's the in tent of the Legislature that no
implementing legislation be introduced pursuant to the act until
a detailed plan is developed and approved by the G overnor, t he
Health and Human Services C onlnittee, and th e Department of
H ealth and Human Services. Such p lan sha l l inc lude th e
following issues: development of specific services and where
each service shall be located; the funding of the new s e rvices;
the staffing of the new services; the administrative authority
for the provision of mental health services. It clo ses by
saying it is the intent o f t h e L egislature that all
coaanunity-based services shall be in place and have the capacity
to accept all patients before any consideration is given to
downsizing, consolidating, or eliminating any current services
provided by the regional center. Some will say, oh, well, they
want to drag this thing out. No, we want to provide parallel
services. If you don't have a parallel service to provide, and
i nc ident a l l y t hat doe s mean t h a t yo u ' r e g o i n g t o ha v e d o ub l e o r
something more than 100 percent of the expense over time because
you' re not going to move right up, bang, stop one set o f
services, bang, begin another set of services. You' re going to
have to phase one group out and another group in . All the
people located here, or designated here, by this amendment have
a couple of things. Number one, they have a stake in the game.
And it'a one thing to hear people at a conInittee meeting come in
a nd t e st i f y ; i t ' a a no t h e r t o h a v e me e t i n g s wi t h t h em w h e r e
specific plans are discussed and debated, even though those
plans have to be adopted, coordinated, and then approved by a
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